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Open path studies at the Open
University of Applied Sciences

THE PURPOSE OF OPEN PATH
STUDIES

The open path bachelor’s degree studies are
largely available for all, regardless of your age or
edu-cational background. In order to qualify for
enrolment in master’s level studies, you need to
have a relevant higher education degree.

Open path studies offer you an opportunity
to get acquainted with the degree programme
learning and instruction processes and give you
an insight into your possible future profession.
Most commonly, open path studies are moti-
vated by the objective of becoming eligible to
apply for degree programme studies.

The learning outcomes and requirements
of open path studies correspond to those of
bachelor’s and master’s degree programmes.

Every open path student is appointed to a
group of degree students and follows the group’s

schedule of first-year studies. Some of the open
path studies can be completed with different
groups depending on the student’s previous
competencies and personal study plan. The stu-
dies completed in the Open UAS will be acc-
redited when the student becomes admitted as
a Xamk degree student, provided that they are
from the field of the degree programme.

Apart from the student’s status, open path
studies do not differ from degree programme
studies. You will be an equal member in your
group with the right to receive the same instruc-
tions and guidance as degree students. Simi-
larly, you have access to all services provided
by Student Affairs Offices, libraries and IT per-
sonnel on all campuses. You will also be cove-
red by XamK’s accident insurance, just like the
degree programme students.
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Depending on the field of study, open path

studies can include practical training and cour-

ses related to the thesis writing process.

The student’s objective in the open path

studies is to earn, on average, 60 credits during

one academic year. You can apply for degree

programme studies after achieving 15/30/50

credits! Find more info here.

FACTS ABOUT OPEN
PATH STUDIES

Since the open path studies do not dire-
ctly lead to a degree certificate, certain
points should be considered:

If you are an unemployed jobseeker, con-
tact the TE Office (Public Employment
and Business Services) well in advance
before the start of your studies to find

the benefits you are entitled to while stu-
dying. Open path students are not entit-
led to the student financial aid, travel allo-
wance or meal subsidy granted by Kela.
However, you can buy lunch at staff price
at XamK’s campus restaurants by presen-
ting the Open UAS meal subsidy card.
You will receive the card once you begin
your studies.

If you are working, check with the Educa-
tion Fund at Employment Fund whet-
her you qualify for an adult education
allowance during your study leave. Open
path students can also take courses offered
by the Open UAS that are outside their
field of study. Check out the course calen-
dar at koulutuskalenteri and openstudies.
When filling in the registration form for

a course, tick the item indicating that you
are paying a fee per semester.

_


https://www.xamk.fi/en/education/application-on-the-basis-of-open-uas-studies/
https://www.tyollisyysrahasto.fi/en/
http://www.tyollisyysrahasto.fi
http://www.tyollisyysrahasto.fi

Starting your studies

ESTIMATED DURATION OF STUDIES

AND THE RIGHT TO STUDY

* The estimated duration of the open path
studies is one year.

*  Registration for the first academic year has
been done for you.

* Your right to study is valid for two aca-
demic years, and if you wish to continue
your studies for a second year, you need to
inform the Open Studies Office,
openstudies@xamk.fi.

FAMILIARIZE YOURSELF WITH YOUR

DEGREE PROGRAMME

* 'The curricula of all degree programmes
can be viewed via the Xamk Curricula
information system. Study the curri-
culum of your programme and plan in
advance which courses you want to take.
This will help you to get an overall idea
of your forthcoming studies. You will also
find further information about your pro-
gramme.

LUX INTRANET

One of the best sources of information related
to your studies is Xamk Lux. Lux provides a
lot of useful information about Xamk’s prac-
tices. From the Lux main page, you have access
to all Xamk services.

STARTING YOUR STUDIES

First, there will be orientation sessions for the
whole group, providing you with general infor-
mation about the studies and practical matters.
Until you have drawn up your study plan and
specified your choice of courses with your Stu-
dies Coordinator, attend all the courses inten-

ded for your group.

* Remember to follow your Xamk student
email regularly!

+  Also, follow Lux for information updates

PERSONAL STUDY PLAN (PSP)

Before or soon after the beginning of your stu-
dies, you must draw up a personal study plan
(PSP) with your Studies Coordinator on the
basis of your group’s curriculum. The PSP will
help you to plan and carry out your studies
according to your goals. PSP appointments are
scheduled with a mentoring teacher.

There is no accreditation of prior learning in
the Open UAS. However, prior learning can be
discussed at the PSP meeting when choosing
courses, and the accreditation can be accomp-
lished after you have been accepted as a degree
student.

ENROLMENT IN COURSES / FOR
ATTENDANCE

Enrolment in courses takes place via the
Peppi system. At the beginning of your
studies, a Student Affairs Advisor from
XamK’s Student Affairs Office will arrange
a briefing session for your group in which you
can enrol in the courses of the forthcoming
semester. If your PSP changes during your stu-
dies, please contact the Student Affairs Advi-
sor of your field of studies. Also, remember to
enrol in the second-year courses on time if you
continue as a path student! More info on Lux.
Enrolment for attendance: Your right to study
is valid for one year, and you are automatically
enrolled for attendance via the Peppi system
for two semesters. If you continue open path
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http://lux.xamk.fi
http://lux.xamk.fi
http://lux.xamk.fi
https://opinto-opas.xamk.fi/?lang=en
https://opinto-opas.xamk.fi/?lang=en
https://opinto-opas.xamk.fi/?lang=en
https://www.xamk.fi/en/education
https://www.xamk.fi/en/education
https://ksamk.sharepoint.com/sites/LuxEn
https://ksamk.sharepoint.com/sites/LuxEn
https://ksamk.sharepoint.com/sites/LuxEn

studies for a second year, you need to inform
us by email to openstudies@xamk.fi since
you cannot enrol for second-year attendance

on your own.

TIMETABLES

Once you begin your studies you are obliged
to keep track of the timetables. You will find
them at Lukkarikone. Note that times and
classrooms may change, and lectures and les-
sons may be cancelled due to a teacher falling
ill. Therefore, it is advisable to occasionally view
the front page of Lux as well as the timetables

and Learn sites of courses for possible changes.

GRADES AND TRANSCRIPT OF
RECORDS

Teachers will register the grades via the Peppi
system within one month after the course has
ended, excluding teachers vacations periods. If
you need a transcript, you can create an official
and electronically signed transcript of records
on Peppi.

PAYMENT AND CANCELLATION
TERMS

The tuition fee per semester. You will
be invoiced for each semester (autumn and
spring) separately. If you discontinue your stu-
dies during a semester, the tuition fee for the
semester will still be payable, regardless of the
number of completed courses.

If you are eligible for a discount (i.e. you
are a full-time upper secondary school or voca-
tional college student), you should submit a
suitable certificate of this to the Open UAS
office before or upon the start of your studies.
A registration for open path studies can be
cancelled free of charge before the last cancella-
tion date stated in the registration form.
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If cancellation is made later than that, you
will be charged the full tuition fee for the semes-
ter. At its discretion, Xamk is entitled to refuse
a student the right to study on the grounds of
unpaid tuition fees.

INDIVIDUAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR
STUDIES

Note that open path students can also apply
individual arrangements for their studies on the
basis of an existing certificate / statement. More
info: https://ksamk.sharepoint.com/sites/
XAMK_En/SitePages/Accessibility.aspx

HEALTHCARE SERVICES

If you fall ill, you should visit your regular
health care provider (e.g. an occupational

health clinic). Open path students are not
entitled to use the Finnish Student Health
Services (FSHS).

VACCINATIONS IN THE FIELDS OF
SOCIAL AND HEALTH CARE

As stated in Section 48 of the Communicable
Diseases Act (1227/2016), all students in the
fields of social and health care must be pro-
tected by vaccination against communicable
diseases. The Act also requires that the stu-
dents annually take the seasonal influenza vac-
cination. Students must also have COVID-19
vaccination in accordance with Finnish guide-
lines. If a student is unable to present a certifi-
cate of having the required protection or refuses
to take the required vaccinations, they will most
likely be prevented from completing the manda-
tory supervised practical training. This may lead
to a failure in finishing the compulsory degree
programme studies and keep the student from
acquiring the intended degree title and qualifi-
cation to practise the profession.


mailto:openstudies@xamk.fi
https://lukkarikone.xamk.fi/#/schedule
https://www.xamk.fi/en/open-university-of-applied-sciences/
http://lukkarikone.xamk.fi
http://lukkarikone.xamk.fi
https://www.yths.fi/en/frontpage/
https://ksamk.sharepoint.com/sites/XAMK_En/SitePages/Accessibility.aspx

DISCONTINUING OPEN PATH
STUDIES

If you decide to discontinue your open path
studies, immediately inform the Open UAS
office by email to openstudies@xamk.fi.
Do not use any other means of communica-
tion to provide this information. The right to
study can be canceled free of charge before
the start of the next semester.

If you dont register for attendance for a
second academic year, your studies will be
terminated automatically after the first year.



mailto:openstudies@xamk.fi

From the open path
to degree studies

Since the open path studies cannot lead to a  IF YOU ARE ACCEPTED IN A DEGREE
completion of a degree, you have to separately PROGRAMME, TAKE NOTE OF THE
apply for degree programme studies. In orderto  FOLLOWING

gain the eligibility for application, you need to Inform the Open UAS office about the

complete the required credits (15/30/50) by way termination of your open path studies by
of open path studies. Xamk announces three email to openstudies@xamk.fi.
application periods a year. Click for more *  Your user ID (for accessing Xamk student
information. email, Learn, etc.) will remain the same. If
Note that the degree student status is not auto- you have problems with your credentials,
matically granted and the number of study contact Xinfo -> Submit a service request.
places for open path students is limited. * At the beginning of your degree studies,

you will get a new student number and
study register to which the credits you
earned from your Open UAS studies will
be transferred. The Student Affairs Office
will contact you about this.

CONTACT INFORMATION

https://www.xamk.fi/avoin-amk-yhteystiedot/
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https://www.xamk.fi/en/education/application-on-the-basis-of-open-uas-studies/
https://www.xamk.fi/en/education/application-on-the-basis-of-open-uas-studies/
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